October 26th, 2003
To All,

Like last week, I will write one shorter letter to all of you to accompany the second instalment of the trip to Spain. 

Only one entry in my diary. Not that much happening here. The ‘big’ event in HK is the ‘Harbour Fest” a 3-week musical extravaganza at the open area on the Tamar site. Actually, it has been turning more into a ‘Harbour farce’ with poor attendances, music groups pulling out and bad organisation. It all began to go wrong when it was proudly announced that the Rolling Stones would be performing only for the group to say that they would not be coming. Eventually a contract was signed and they will be coming. Then some local pop groups pulled out claiming timing clashes. And ticket sales have been poor. At some of the first performances, seats were removed to make it look better. Then they decided to give away tickets for free to improve attendances, which has seemed to help. But, they announced yesterday that there will be no more free tickets. The government, i.e. the taxpayer, has promised to pay up $100 million to make up any shortfall in costs! Many people are not too happy about that. Part of the problem with the fest is the short time to organise it and also because it is being organised, not by musical organisation, but by the American Chamber of Commerce. 

On TV on Friday night, I watched a live BBC programme on the final flights of Concorde. It had been arranged for 3 Concordes flying from different places to land at Heathrow one after the other. Very interesting, with lots of people in London watching. Grandstands had also been set up at the airport perimeter for people to watch. The planes crossed London at a much lower altitude than usual because of all the people on the ground watching. The last plane to land was the flight from New York, where there had been a special early-morning send off. For this flight, there were only 3 fare-paying passengers, who paid very large amounts for the privilege. All the others were frequent Concorde passengers who had been invited by BA for the flight. After landing, the 3 planes did a circuit of the airport. The planes will probably not fly again for one, which may be kept for ‘Heritage’ flights, i.e. for special events in the UK. Richard Branson of Virgin Airways was keen to keep some the planes flying but this is unlikely, as Airbus, the plane manufacturer which services Concordes, has refused to continue doing so. The only time I have seen Concorde was when we were in Anchorage, Alaska in 1998. Can you remember? I will not forget the terrific noise at take off and its very steep climb. 


This week, the first Chinese astronaut is to visit HK for a few days. This will probably generate a lot of excitement here. 


The Rugby World Cup pool games are nearing an end. NZ had an easy game against Tonga, winning 91-7, scoring 13 tries which were all converted. Yesterday, Australia beat Namibia by 142-0, setting many Rugby world records in the process. Namibia is such a weak team that they should not even be in the RWC. 

You probably have seen/heard on the news of the death of Madame Chang Kai Shek in New York at the age of 106. She was the wife of Chang Kai Shek, the leader of the Kuo Ming Tang (KMT) set up soon after the overthrow of the Ching Dynasty, and who were forced to evacuate to Taiwan in 1949 after being defeated by Chairman Mao and his communist party. Her sister married Sun Yat Sen, the founder of the Chinese republic. 

That’s about it for now. A longer letter than I thought. Hope everything is OK.

Cheers.

Dad
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